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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM CORRINA DAVIES 

I am writing in response to the request for views on the Civil Partnership (Scotland) 
bill posted on the on the Scottish Parliament website. Specifically, the first question: 

“What is your view of the Bill’s approach to achieving equality by making civil 
partnerships available to different sex couples, rather than closing future civil 
partnerships to all couples?” 

My view is that the approach taken in the bill is the best option as this offers a choice 
to all couples as well as introducing equality. 

I am a woman who has never been married but has been in a relationship with my 
male partner for the past 19 years, 18 of which we have lived together. 

With certain social and cultural connotations (current and historic) linked to marriage 
for us it does not feel like a suitable, formal recognition of our equitable, loving 
relationship. 

Unfortunately, despite our commitment and love for each other marriage is currently 
the only way that our relationship will be legally recognised and allow us the same 
benefits and security that married couples have.  

This situation must be even more difficult for mixed sex couples with children who feel 
marriage is not appropriate for them. 

For the reasons above I am very much in favour of the Bill to bring equality for mixed 
sex couples with same sex couples in Scotland by extending the choice of a civil 
partnership to mixed sex couples rather than removing the option of a civil partnership 
from all. It provides an option to have our relationship formalised which reflects our 
personal views.  

Approval of the Bill would also bring Scotland in to line with England and Wales which 
I see as positive and avoids introducing complexity for mixed sex couples in civil 
partnerships should they move to Scotland or need to have their civil partnership 
formally recognised by Scottish based organisations. 

 


